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ABSTRACT: Issues of global warming are currentlgifimg much talk, conferences, committee meetingd aews in the
international community, instead of actions towaadseliorating the problem. In the interim, our bast getting warmer by the
second, the hole in the Ozone layer increasing alodving more cosmic rays than the earth can bEaotourism depends
heavily on the preservation of biodiversity (espbgiforest). Tropical forest in particular, plagscrucial role in regulating
climate and determining the health of the atmosph&hey act as Carbon sinks and absorb atmosppetiction; their
destruction by fire also contributes immenselyhe tgreenhouse effect’. Sustainable ecotourism ldpweent requires humans
to view themselves as elements of a larger eritity;rooted in ensuring that the planet’s ecosystébiodiversity) are protected
from the ravages of human civilization. This papeeks to contribute information to the promotioreocbtourism development
as a means to atmospheric pollution and global weymeduction. The earth needs biodiversity to hetfuce global warming,
governments and their citizens, especially in teeetbping countries where a greater proportiorr@ital forests are located
need the financial and employment empowerment whigtainable ecotourism development provide. Thia compromise
situation, benefiting the host countries of tropiteests and helping to ameliorate global warmiogthe benefit of the whole
world. Host countries of tropical foresshould be assisted to sacrifice their tropical forest to save thete&UT not at the cost
of their own existence. No country will.
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Introduction
Ecotourism

Ecotourism, also known as wildlife tourism,e{ 2003) is biodiversity tour that enhances toerse of
conservation of nature. It is actually the non-eonptive utilization of natural resources. It isrparily ecological
and geographical in nature. It includes such dastins as National parks, Game and forest reseWeaser falls
and beautiful outcrops in strategic places, Warmingp (Ayodele, 2002), ex-situ conservation censash as
Zoological and botanical gardens, herbaria, arbofateas planted with different species of treestiody, display
and preservation), nurseries, insect and wildlifgsseums, aquaria, seed orchards, gene banks, tisuee and
germplasm centres (UNEP, 1992).
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Ecotourism in addition to being a tool foetbonservation of biodiversity; Is an excellent meaf reducing
global warming, due to the continual good poputatid woody vegetation in vast areas of land.

Forest reserves are large areas of tree-atget with all their natural resources, set asigeGovernment for
forestry purposes while, the main reason for ongagiame reserves is to manage game(fauna) anchttstats and
protect them as much as possible from the evereptetanger of logging, hunting and poaching. Natiqrarks
have many definitions; however, most definitions af the opinion that a national park should besaénic or
scientific interest, less affected by human expt@n and occupation, should be located in areadowf
industrialization and probably more importantly,shbe protected by a national authority.

Global Warming

Global warming is the progressive graduad ri§ the earth and ocean surface temperatures ccdnysehe
Greenhouse gas emissions, which include carbon ¢gkMpg (Cg), Methane (Ch), chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) and
Hydro fluorocarbons (HFC) (Anon 2008). Ethane, olis Oxide (laughing gas) used as anaesthetics,
chlorofluorocarbons and hydro fluorocarbons, Frigd882).

The greenhouse gases trap or absorb long wavehlémigh-red radiation, causing the atmosphere tomwmore

than is necessary. The effects of this extra wagniintiude; increasing heat wave, changes in glaiedate

patterns, melting of glaciers, rapid sea rise,@ased frequency of droughts and floods, there hvélless water
available for drinking and irrigation as salt watem the rising sea levels will contaminate growvater in coastal
areas, increased stress on wildlife and plants tdueapidly shifting climate which may even hastgredes
extinction and loss of biodiversity. It influenceEngth of seasons Larry (2008), Hansen (2006) amgetheno
(2008), increase in diseases that are resistakidan remedies, increase in new strains of diseasdscomputer
viruses (IPCC). Malaria and Dengue fever are alyegpdeading pole wards (Lubcheno, 2008) and thistréuzlition

of Malaria, Dengue fever and Cholera (Epstein, 20080pical cyclones, strong beach erosion on thests and
more tidal waves are also expected with changingevpatterns, warmer weather and increase in hwr(i@iance,

1998).

Global warming is mainly due to those humativdies that add extra amounts of greenhouse gasdbe
atmosphere, especially COUSEPA, 1998). Sources of £ the atmosphere include; that exhaled by huraads
animals, emission from aircraft, ship, automobiledustries, gas flaring and forest fires. Drillifag oil and natural
gas, coal mining, rice cultivation, garbage sitingand fills, increase in ruminant production. Bg®f plants where
there is no air, such as swamps, are all natutatee of Methane gas. It stays only 10-years imth®sphere, but
absorbs 20-times more heat than, Gamon, 2008). Nitrogen based fertilizers, human andnal waste in sewage
treatment plants and automobile waste (World Bookukhe 1). Waste from automobile exhaust (Tranc®8),9
electricity generation from coal powered plantsiustrial waste, burning of fossil fuel (fossil fumntain Carbon,
during burning they combine with Oxygen in the @irform Cg), deforestation (fewer trees in the environment
mean less Goconversion to Oxygen) and forest fires. Fossildueclude; coal, crude oil and natural gas. Many
green house gases occur naturally and are actuediged on earth to create the greenhouse effdckebps the
earth warm enough to support life on earth. Aceggdb Hopwood and Jordan (2008), greenhouse gadaslty
blanket the earth and keep the earth about 33 dedelsius, warmer than it would be without thesseg in the
atmosphere. “This is called greenhouse effect”. e\mv, scientists believe that, increase in the eomation of the
main greenhouse gases:,@nd CfC are the cause of global warming.

Ecotourism depends heavily on vegetationtaedanimal population they support, in additiorotber features
natural or man made within the environment in goestWhere ecotourism is properly developed, tkedrand in
fact all the components of the immediate environnaee jealously preserved. Thus serving the meltfpirpose of
tourism, provision of fauna browse crops and anih@dlitat cover, flora specie conservation, and gletarming
ameliorating agent. This later function is enswuaedollows;

Trees Ensuring Reduction Of Global Warming

Trees store carbon as they engage in photossistand grow with their high percentage foliage khigh density
boles, thereby reducing the amount of, @othe atmosphere. They however release it whemwthed is burnt or
decayed (Riccard, 2008). Trees, weather in formstgooded savannah are actually known as carbds §irance,
1998). There is growing scientific evidence thatefis and the Carbon they sequester, are undezdvaRecent
studies have shown that, huge amounts of carbostared in peat and other organic matter in stideed more
CGO, can be taken up by sufficient forests, tree plaoita, prairies and other ecosystems than is retedxy
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industrial activities (Hoover, 2008). From globahrnming standpoint, tropical forests are the wonst lof forests
for the earth to lose, since they are able to dbseice as much carbon per acre as temperate $oveshg to their
higher rate of photosynthesis. There is therefomeead to maintain existing tropical forests, agdastanding
reserves, where carbon is sequestered. A coordirategram to plant appropriate species of treesitias and
around public buildings to reduce the need for @nditioning, while storing carbon emissions is eurty
encouraged. It is suggested that in view of gleteiming amelioration, land owners should not féltize trees on
their land when erecting buildings.

Vegetation is known, to absorb and conveetrttajor greenhouse gas fwater and some minerals into energy
and purify Oxygen during photosynthesis (encycloadritannica, 1988). Thus acting as atmospheitiers or
lungs of the earth, Filtering pollution out of tharth’'s atmosphere. This Oxygen is the primary etgmequired to
sustain life on earth. One big tree is said to poedOxygen for four people in its life time.

Trees help in controlling the temperature of theiemment. Places where there are trees are caolérmore
hygienic for living (Vinay, 2008). They provide wdrbreaks during storms, shed leaves that enriclsdatidor the
much needed woody vegetation growth.

Trees are so important in reducing the adveffezts of global warming to the extent that aidevo remove
Co;, from the atmosphere is being developed and cadigtthetic tree” (Schwal, 2007). In the August 2008eting
in Ghana, delegates focused on ways to discourage&al forest deforestation. The discussion gahwextent of
proposing, financial incentives, to tropical cougdrwith considerable amount of forest. The trutbwa the matter
is that, tropical forests which are more suitaloledgiobal warming reduction and are located in ¢oes where the
citizens and their government depend heavily onptieeeeds from the felling of trees and the fayrecies. Thus,
tree disappearance can not be prevented, but aisituwhere the same biodiversity meets their néeds non-
consumptive manner (ecotourism), they will be emagad to help the world to preserve and even iserehe
extent of the resource forever. In this way, thegpess of global warming and its attendant consezpsewill be
reduced and kept at that level, till something faadle happens about the gap in the Ozone layer.

Trees purify the atmosphere by absorbing,@us helping to better the global warming sitoratby reducing
the CQ concentration of the atmosphere. Tree plantingnesa the most efficient ways to remove excess arnoi
Co, from the atmosphere. A tree can absorb as muctbgsolinds of CQfor every pound of growth added to a tree
by growth (Koopman, 2005). Therefore, necessaryatiiaes should be put in place to ensure that thest planted
during the tree planting campaign survives and naatinto forests.

Fruit trees, ornamental and shade providiegst are not left out. They are usually planted ratained along
highways as avenue trees, around human dwellinggchards and on farms where they play the roleeattifying
the environment and fruit for consumption, for aad as they can survive because of the benefiigediefrom
them. If this is encouraged world wide, there Wi sufficient trees world in short time to handlebgl warming.
According to Peter (2008) a village head, in namh&imbabwe said, ‘we discourage one another fratting the
Musau Ziziphus mauritiana) fruit trees for poles because we all know tiat fruit is our source of income from
June to November each year. Anyone who cut the tere banned from harvesting the fruit’. Wherdweit trees
are; in orchards, on taungia farms, lined up al@agls as in urban centres, planted in dwellinggdabotanical and
even in horticultural gardens, their existencersadded advantage. This is because of their additibenefit of
supplying Man and his livestock food and fodder donsumption, shelter from the sun and protectiomfwind
and heavy rainfall. For the rural dwellers anduhgan poor, fruit trees ensure income for the owimethe words of
Wonder Dondo (2008) ‘fruit trees are cash cropsh@ugh fruits are seasonal, more income is earred them
compared to some food crops such as maize and millieh are grown for subsistence’. Economic reasarch as
this, reduces the chances of felling them for @ason even for timber purposes. Thus contributridp¢ removal
of Co,, from the atmosphere and the safe storage, of thigagwarming carbon element from the environment
through fruit trees.

Currently, countries are searching for anpghto raise the social economies of their citigerthis can be
achieved through the promotion of ecotourism. Wil ensure the continuous growth of the trees Whice the
habitat and the browse materials for the wild ahipegulation, thus removing Gdrom the atmosphere.

This paper also seeks to submit to all amdiguespecially the western world, that any helgoaie in the world
can render to the host countries of tropical faréstvards sustainable tourism development, is énititerest of all
who live on earth and not just the host countriggere is a desperate need to reduce deforestattehlish new
ones and restock existing ones where necessary.
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